Book of Serenity #1: The World Honored One Ascends the Seat

One day the World Honored One ascended the seat. Manjusri struck the gavel and said, "Clearly observe the Dharma of the King of Dharma; the Dharma of the King of Dharma is thus." The World Honored One then got down from the seat.

Book of Serenity #2: Bodhidharma's "Emptiness"

Emperor Wu of Liang asked Great Teacher Bodhidharma, "What is the highest meaning of the holy truths?" Bodhidharma said, "Empty--there's no holy." The emperor said, " Who are you facing me?" Bodhidharma said, "Don't know." The emperor didn't understand. Bodhidharma subsequently crossed the Yangtse River, came to Shaolin, and faced a wall for nine years.

Book of Serenity #3: The Invitation of the Patriarch to Eastern India

A rajah of an east Indian country invited the twenty-seventh Buddhist patriarch Prajnatara to a feast. The rajah asked him, "Why don't you read scriptures?" The patriarch said, " This poor wayfarer doesn't dwell in the realms of the body or mind when breathing in, doesn't get involved in myriad circumstances when breathing out--I always reiterate such a scripture, hundreds, thousands, millions of scrolls."

Book of Serenity #4: The World Honored One Points to the Ground

As the World Honored One was walking with the congregation, he pointed to the ground with his finger and said, "This spot is good to build a sanctuary." Indra, Emperor of the gods, took a blade of grass, stuck it in the ground, and said, "The sanctuary is built." The World Honored One smiled.

Book of Serenity #5: Qingyuan and the Price of Rice

A monk asked Qingyuan, "What is the great meaning of Buddhism?" Qingyuan said, "What is the price of rice in Luling?"

Book of Serenity #6: Mazu's "White and Black"

A monk asked Great Master Mazu, " Apart from the four propositions and beyond the hundred negations, please directly point out the meaning of living Buddhism." The Great Master Master said, "I'm tired out today and can't explain for you. Go ask Zhizang." The monk asked Zhizhang; Zhizang said, "Why don't you ask the teacher?" The monk said, "The teacher told me to come ask you." Zhizang said, "I have a headache today and can't explain for you. Ask brother Hai." The monk asked Hai; Hai said, "When I come this far, after all I don't understand." The monk related this to the Great Master; Mazu said, "Zang's head is white, Hai's head is black."

Book of Serenity #7: Yaoshan Ascends the Seat

Yaoshan hadn't ascended the seat (to lecture) for a long time. The temple superintendent said to him, "Everybody's been wanting instruction for a long time--please, Master, expound the Teaching for the congregation." Yaoshan had him ring the bell; when the congregation had gathered, Yaoshan ascended the seat: after a while he got right back down from the seat and returned to his room. The superintendent followed after him and asked, "A while ago you agreed to expound the Teaching for the congregation. Why didn't you utter a single word?" Yaoshan said, "For scriptures there are teachers of scriptures, for the treatises there are teachers of treatises. How can you question this old monk?"

Book of Serenity #8: Baizhang's "Fox"

When Baizhang lectured in the hall, there was always an old man who listened to the teaching and then dispersed with the crowd. One day he didn't leave; Baizhang then asked him, "Who is it standing there?" The old man said, "In antiquity, in the time of the ancient Buddha Kasyapa, I lived on this mountain. A student asked, 'Does a greatly cultivated man still fall into cause and effect or not?" I answered him, 'He does not fall into cause and effect,' and I fell into a wild fox body for five hundred lives. Now I ask the teacher to turn a word in my behalf." Baizhang said, "He is not blind to cause and effect." The old man was greatly enlightened at these words.

Book of Serenity #9: Nanquan Kills a Cat

One day at Nanquan's the eastern and western halls were arguing over a cat. When Nanquan saw this, he took and held it up and said, "If you can speak I won't cut it." The group had no reply; Nanquan then cut the cat in two. Nanquan also brought up the foregoing incident to Zhaozhou and asked him: Zhaozhou immediately took off his sandals, put them on his head, and left. Nanquan said, "If you had been here you could have saved the cat."

Book of Serenity #10: The Woman of Taishen

On the road to Taishan there lived a certain woman. Wherever a monk asked her, "Which way does the road to Taishan go?" the woman would say, "Right straight on." As soon as the monk would go, the woman would say, "A fine priest--he goes that way too." A monk told Zhaozhou about this; Zhaozhou said, "Wait till I check out that woman for you." Zhaozhou also asked the woman the same question. The next day he went up in the hall and said, "I have checked out the woman for you."

Book of Serenity #11: Yunmen's "Two Sicknesses"

Great Master Yunmen said, "When the light does not penetrate freely, there are two kinds of sickness. One is when all places are not clear and there is something before you. Having penetrated the emptiness of all things, subtly it seems like there is something--this too is the light not penetrating freely. Also, the Dharma-body has two kinds of sickness: one is when you manage to reach the Dharma-body, but because your clinging to Dharma is not forgotten, you sense of self still remains, and you fall into the realm of the Dharma-body. Even if you can pass through, if you let go, that won't do. Examining carefully, to think 'What breath is there?"--this too is sickness.."

Book of Serenity #12: Dizang Planting the Fields

Dizang asked Xiushan, "Where do you come from?" Xiushan said, "From the South." Dizang said, "How is Buddhism in the South these days?" Xiushan said, "There's extensive discussion." Dizang said, "How can that compare to me here planting the fields and making rice to eat?" Xiushan said, "What can you do about the world?" Dizang said, "What do you call the world?"

Book of Serenity #13: Linji's "Blind Ass"

When Linji was about to die, he admonished Sansheng, "After I pass on, don't destroy my treasury of the eye of truth." Sansheng said, "How dare I destroy the teacher's treasury of the eye of truth?" Linji said, "If someone suddenly questions you about it, how will you reply?" Sansheng immediately shouted. Linji said, "Who would have known that my treasury of the eye of truth would perish in this blind ass?"

Book of Serenity #14: Attendant Huo Passes Tea

Attendant Huo asked Deshan, "Where have all the sages since antiquity gone?" Deshan said, "What? How's that?" Huo said, "The order was for a 'flying dragon' horse, but 'lame tortoise' shows up." Deshan let it rest. The next day when Deshan came out of the bath, Huo passed him some tea. Deshan patted Huo on the back. Huo said, "This old fellow has finally gotten a glimpse." Again Deshan let the matter rest.

Book of Serenity #15: Yangshan Plants His Hoe

Guishan asked Yangshan, "Where are you coming from?" Yangshan said, "From the fields." Guishan said, "How many people are there in the fields?" Yangshan planted his hoe in the ground, clasped his hands and stood there. Guishan said, "On South Mountain there are a lot of people cutting thatch." Yangshan took up his hoe and went.

Book of Serenity #16: Magu Shakes His Staff

Magu, ringed staff in hand, came to Zhangjing; he circled the meditation seat three times, shook his staff once, and stood there at attention. Zhangjing said, "Right, right." Magu also went to Nanquan, circled the meditation seat three times, shook his staff, and stood there at attention. Nanquan said, "Wrong, wrong." Magu said, "Zhangjing said 'right'--why do you say 'wrong'?" Nanquan said, "Zhangjing is right--it's you who's wrong. This is something that can be blown by the power of the wind--it inevitably disintegrates."

Book of Serenity #17: Fayan's "Hairsbreadth"

Fayan asked Xiushan, "'A hairsbreadth's difference is as the distance between heaven and earth'--how do you understand?" Xiushan said, "A hairsbreadth's difference is as the distance between heaven and earth." Fayan said, "How can you get it that way?" Xiushan said, "I am just thus--what about you?" Fayan said, "A hairsbreadth's difference is as the distance between heaven and earth." Xiushan thereupon bowed.

Book of Serenity #18: Zhaozhou's "Dog"

A monk asked Zhaozhou, "Does a dog have a buddha-nature or not?" Zhaozhou said, "Yes." The monk said, "Since it has, why is it then in this skin bag?" Zhaozhou said, "Because he knows yet deliberately transgresses." Another monk asked Zhaozhou, "Does a dog have a buddha-nature or not?" Zhaozhou said, "No." The monk said, "All sentient beings have buddha-nature--why does a dog have none, then?" Zhaozhou said, "Because he still has impulsive consciousness."

Book of Serenity #19: Yunmen's "Sumeru"

A monk asked Yunmen, "When not producing a single thought, is there any fault or not?" Yumen said, "Mount Sumeru."

Book of Serenity #20: Dizang's "Nearness"

Dizang asked Fayan, "Where are you going?" Fayan said, "Around on pilgrimage." Dizang said, "What is the purpose of pilgrimage?" Fayan said, "I don't know." Dizang said, "Not knowing is nearest."

Book of Serenity #21: Yunyan Sweeps the Ground

As Yunyan was sweeping the ground, Daowu said, "Too busy." Yunyan said, "You should know there's one who isn't busy." Daowu said, "If so, then there's a second moon." Yunyan held up the broom and said, "Which moon is this?" Daowu then stopped. Xuansha said, "This is precisely the second moon." Yunmen said, "When the butler sees the maid, he takes care."

Book of Serenity #22: Yantou's "Bow and Shout"

When Yantou came to Deshan, he straddled the threshold and asked, "Is this ordinary or is it holy?" Deshan immediately shouted. Yantou bowed. Dongshan heard of this and said, "Anyone but Yantou would hardly get it." Yantou said, "Old Dongshan doesn't know good and bad; at that time I was holding up with one hand and putting down with one hand."

Book of Serenity #23: Luzu Faces the Wall

Whenever Luzu saw a monk coming, he would immediately face the wall. Nanquan, hearing of this, said, "I usually tell them to realize mastery before the empty aeon, to understand before the buddhas appear in the world; still I haven't found one or a half. Luzu that way will go on till the year of ass."

Book of Serenity #24: Xuefeng's "Look out for the Snake"

Xuefeng said to the congregation, "On South Moutain there's a turtle-nosed snake; you people must watch out for it." Changqing said, "Today in the hall there are many people losing their bodies and lives." A monk quoted this to Xuansha; Xuansha said, "Only brother Changqing could say this. However, even though he's right, I do not concur." The monk said, "What do you mean, Master?" Xuansha said, "Why use 'South Mountain'?" Yunmen threw down his staff in front of Xuefeng and made a gesture of fright.

Book of Serenity #25: Yanguan's "Rhinoceros Fan"

One day Yanguan called to his attendant, "Bring me the rhinoceros fan." The attendant said, "The fan is broken." Yanguan said, "If the fan is broken, then bring me back the rhinoceros!" The attendant had no reply. Zifu drew a circle and wrote the word 'rhino' inside it.

Book of Serenity #26: Yangshan Points to Snow

Yangshan pointed to a snow lion and said, "Is there any that can go beyond this color?" Yunmen said, "At that point I'd have pushed it over for him." Xuedou said, "He only knows how to push down, he doesn't know how to help up."

Book of Serenity #27: Fayan Points to a Blind

Fayan pointed to a blind. The two monks went at the same time and rolled up the blind. Fayan said, "One gain, one loss."

Book of Serenity #28: Huguo's "Three Embarrassments"

A monk asked Huguo, "How is it when a crane stands on a withered pine?" Hugo said, "An embarrassment on the ground below." The monk asked, "How is it when a drop of water's a drop of ice?" Hugo said, "An embarrassment after the sun comes out." The monk asked, "At the time of the purge (of Buddhist establishments) in the 840s, where did the good spirits who guard the Teaching go?" Huguo said, "An embarrassment for the two of them at the temple gate."

Book of Serenity #29: Fengxue's "Iron Ox"

When Fengxue was staying at the government headquarters of Ying province, he said in an address, "The mind seal of the Patriarchs is like the workings of the Iron Ox; when it's removed, the impression remains; when it's left there, the impression is ruined. Just suppose it's neither removed nor left--is sealing right or is not sealing right?" At that point a certain elder Lupi came forth and asked, "I have the working of the Iron Ox; I request the master not to impress the seal." Fengxue said, "Used to fishing whales, scouring the ocean, instead I regret to find a frog crawling in the mud." Lupi stood there thinking. Fengxue shouted and said, "Elder, why don't you speak further?" Lupi hesitated. Fengxue hit him with the whisk and said, "Do you still remember the words? try to quote them." As Lupi tried to open his mouth, Fengxue hit him again with the whisk. The governor said, "The buddhist law and the law of kings are the same." Fengxue said, "What have you seen?" The governor said, "When you do not settle what is to be settled, instead you bring about discorder there." Fengxue then got down from the seat.

Book of Serenity #30: Dasui's "Aeonic Fire"

A monk asked Dasui, "When the fire at the end of an aeon rages through and the whole universe is destoryed, is this destroyed or not?" Dasui said, "Destroyed." The monk said, "Then it goes along with that?" Dasui said, "It goes along with that." A monk asked Longji, "When the fire ending the aeon rages through and the whole universe is destroyed, is this destroyed or not?" Longji said, "Not destroyed." The monk said, "Why is it not destroyed?" Longji said, "Because it is the same as the universe."

Book of Serenity #31: Yunmen's "Pillars"

Yunmen said, "The ancient Buddhas are merged with the open pillars--what level of activity is this?" The assembly was speechless. Yunmen himself said for them, "On South Mountain rising clouds, on North Mountains falling rain."

Book of Serenity #32: Yangshan's "Mind and Environment"

Yangshan asked a monk, "Where are you from?" The monk said, "From Yu province." Yangshan said, "Do you think of that place?" The monk said, "I always think of it." Yangshan said, "The thinker is the mind and the thought--of is the environment. Therein are mountains, rivers, and the land mass, buildings, towers, halls and chambers, people, animals, and so forth; reverse your thought to think of the thinking mind--are there so many things there?" The monk said, "When I get here, I don't see any existence at all." Yangshan said, "This is right for the stage of faith, but not yet right for the stage of person." The monk said, "Don't you have any other particular way of guidance?" Yangshan said, "To say that I have anything particular or not would not be accurate. Based on your insight, you only get one mystery--you can take the seat an wear the robe. After this, see on your own."

Book of Serenity #33: Sansheng's "Golden Fish"

Sansheng asked Xuefeng, "The golden fish that's passed through the net--what does it use for food?" Xuefeng said, "When you come out of the net, then I'll tell you." Sansheng said, "The teacher of fifteen hundred people, yet you don't even know a saying." Xuefeng said, "My tasks as abbot are many."

Book of Serenity #34: Fengxue's "Single Atom"

Fengxue said, "If you set up a single atom, the nation flourishes. If you don't set up a single atom, the nation perishes." Xuedou held up his staff and said, "Are there any mendicants who will die the same and live the same?"

Book of Serenity #35: Luopu's Acquiescence

When Luopu called on Jiashan, without bowing he stood right in front of him. Jiashan said, "A chicken roosting in a phenix nest--it's not of the same species--go away." Luopu said, "I've come from afar to find out your way, Teacher; I beg you for a reception." Jiashan said, "Before my eyes there is no you, here there is no me." Luopu then shouted. Jiashan said, "Stop, stop, now don't be crude and careless. The moon in the clouds is the same, valleys and mountains are different. It's not that you don't cut off the tongues of everyone on earth, but how can you make a tongueless man speak?" Luopu had nothing to say; Jiashan hit him. From this Luopu acquiesced.

Book of Serenity #36: Master Ma Is Unwell

Master Ma was unwell. The monastery superintendent asked, "Master, how is your venerable state these days?" The Great Teacher said, "Sun face buddha, moon face buddha."

Book of Serenity #37: Guishan's "Active Consciousness"

Guishan asked Yangshan, "If someone suddenly said, 'All sentient beings just have active consciousness, boundless and unclear, with no fundamental to rely on,' how would you prove it in experience?" Yangshan said, "If a monk comes, I call him, 'Hey, you!' If the monk turns his head, I say, 'What is it?' If he hesitates, I say, 'Not only is their active consciousness boundless and unclear, they have no fundamental to rely on.'" Guishan said, "Good!"

Book of Serenity #38: Linji's "True Man"

Linji said to the assembly, "There is a true man with no rank always going out and in through the portals of your face. Beginners who have not yet witnessed it, look! Look!" Then a monk came forward and said, "What is the true man of no rank?" Linji got down from the seat, grabbed and held him: the monk hesitated. Linji pushed him away and said, "The true man of no rank--what a piece of dry crap he is!"

Book of Serenity #39: Zhaozhou's "Wash your Bowl"

A monk asked Zhaozhou, "I have just entered the monastery: please give me some guidance." Zhaozhou said, "Have you had breakfast yet?" The monk said, "Yes, I've eaten." Zhaozhou said, "Then go wash your bowl."

Book of Serenity #40: Yunmen, Houbai, and Houhei

Yunmen asked Jianfeng, "An answer, please, teacher." Jianfeng said, "Have you come to me yet?" Yunmen said, "Then I'm late." Jianfeng said, "Is that so? Is that so?" Yunmen said, "I thought I was like Houbai the crook: you're like Houhei, even worse!"

Book of Serenity #41: Luopu About to Die

When Luopu was about to die, he said to the assembly, "I have one thing to ask you people. If this is so, this is adding a head on top of your head. If it is not so, this is cutting off your head seeking life." At that time the head monk said, "The green mountain is always moving its feet; you don't hang a lamp in broad daylight." Luopu said, "What time is this to make such a speech?" A certain elder, Yancong, came forth and said, "Leaving these two paths, I request the teacher not to ask." Luopu said, "Not yet--speak again." Yancong said, "I can't say it all." Luopu said, "I don't care if you can say it all or not." Yancong said, "I have no attendant to answer the teacher." That evening he called elder Yancong: "Your answer today was most reasonable. You should experientially realize the saying of my late teacher, 'before the eyes there are no things--that meaning is before the eyes. That is not something before the eyes, not in reach of the ears and eyes.' Which phrases are guest, which phrases are host? If you can pick them out, I'll impart the robe and bowl to you." Yancong said, "I don't understand." Luopu said, "You should understand." Yancong said, "I really don't." Luopu shouted and said, "How miserable!" A monk asked, "What is the teacher's meaning?" Luopu said, "The boat of compassion is not rowed over pure waves: over precipitous straits it is wasted effort to set out a wooden goose."

Book of Serenity #42: Nanyang's "Water Pitcher"

A monk asked National Teacher Zhong of Nanyang, "What is the Vairocana of one's own body?" The national teacher said, "Bring me the pitcher of clean water." The monk brought the pitcher: the national teacher said, "Put it back where it was before." The monk again asked, "What is Vairocana in one's own body?" The national teacher said, "The ancient buddha is long gone."

Book of Serenity #43: Luoshan's "Arising and Vanishing"

Luoshan asked Yantou, "When arising and vanishing go on unceasingly, what then?" Yantou shouted and said, "Whose arising and vanishing is it?"

Book of Serenity #44: Xingyang's "Garuda"

A monk asked Master Xingyang Pou, "A dragon king comes out of the sea, sky and earth are tranquil--how is direct presentation?" The master said, "The garuda, king of birds, takes command of the universe--who can stick his head out here?" The monk said, "Suppose one suddenly appears, then what?" Xingyang said, "It's like a falcon catching a pigeon. If you don't realize, check in front of the tower, then for the first time you'll know the real." The monk said, "If so, then I'll fold my hands on my chest and retreat three paces." Xingyang said, "You blind turtle under the seat of Mount Sumeru!" Don't wait for another scarring from a rap on the head."

Book of Serenity #45: Four Sections of the Enlightenment Scripture

The Scripture of Perfect Enlightenment says, "At all times do not produce delusive thoughts, also don't try to stop and annihilate deluded states of mind; in realms of false conception don't add knowledge, and don't find reality in no knowledge."

Book of Serenity #46: Deshan's "Completion of Study"

Great Master Yuanming of Deshan said to the assembly, "When you get to the ultimate end, you just find the buddhas of all times have their mouths 'hung on the wall.' There is still someone who laughs, ha! ha! If you know this one, your task of study is finished."

Book of Serenity #47: Zhaozhou's "Cypress Tree"

A monk asked Zhaozhou, "What is the living meaning of Chan Buddhism? Zhaozhou said, "The cypress tree in the yard."

Book of Serenity #48: Vimalakirti's "Nonduality"

Vimalakirti asked Manjusri, "What is a Bodhisattva's method of entering nonduality?" Manjusri said, "According to my mind, in all things, no speech, no explanation, no direction and no representation, leaving behind all questions and answers--this is the method of entering nonduality." Then Manjusri asked Vimalakirti, "We have each spoken. Now you should say, good man, what is a Bodhisattva's method of entry into nonduality?" Vimalakirti was silent.

Book of Serenity #49: Dongshan Presents Offerings Before the Image

As Dongshan was presenting offerings before the image of Yunyan, he retold the story from before about depicting the reality. A monk came forward and said, "When Yunyan said, 'Just this is it,' what did he mean?" Dongshan said, "At that time I nearly misunderstood my late teacher's meaning." The monk said, "Did Yunyan himself know it is or not?" Dongshan said, "If he didn't know it is, how could he be able to say this? If he did know it is, how could he be willing to say this?"

Book of Serenity #50: Xuefeng's "What?"

When Xuefeng was living in a hut, two monks came to pay respects to him. Xuefeng, seeing them coming, opened the door, popped out, and said, "What is it?" A monk also said, "What is it?" Xuefeng lowered his head and went back inside. Later the monk came to Yantou. Yantou asked, "Where have you come from?" The monk said, "South of the range." Yantou said, "Did you ever go to Xuefeng?" The monk said, "Yes." Yantou asked, "What was said?" The monk recounted the preceding story: Yantou asked, "What did he say?" The monk said, "He didn't say anything--he just lowered his head and went back inside." Yantou said, "Too bad I didn't tell him the last word before. If I had told him the last word, no one in the world could affect old Xuefeng." At the end of the summer the monk again brought up the foregoing story and inquired further about it. Yantou said, "Why didn't you ask before?" The monk said, "I didn't dare to take it easily." Yantou said, "Though Xuefeng is born of the same lineage as me, he doesn't die of the same lineage as me." If you want to know the last word, 'just this' is it."

Book of Serenity #51: Fayan's "Boat or Land"

Fayan asked Elder Jiao, "Did you come by boat or by land?" Jiao said, "By boat." Fayan said, "Where is the boat?" Jiao said, "The boat is on the river." After Jiao had withdrawn, Fayan turned and asked a monk standing by, "You tell me, did that monk just now have eyes or not?"

Book of Serenity #52: Caoshan's "Reality Body"

Caoshan asked elder De, "'The buddha's true reality body is like space: it manifests form in response to beings, like the moon in the water'--how do you explain the principle of response?" De said, "Like an ass looking in a well." Caoshan said, "You said a lot indeed, but you only said eighty percent." De said, "What about you, teacher?" Caoshan said, "Like the well looking at the ass."

Book of Serenity #53: Huangbo's "Dreg Slurpers"

Huangbo said to the assembly, "You people are all slurpers of dregs. If you travel like this, where will you have today? Do you know that in all of China there are no teathers of Chan?" At that point a monk came forward and said, "What about those who guide followers and lead groups in various places?" Huangbo said, "I don't say there's no Chan, just that there are no teachers."

Book of Serenity #54: Yunyan's "Great Compassion"

Yunyan asked Daowu, "What does the Bodhisattva of Great Compassion do with so many hands and eyes?" Daowu said, "It's like someone reaching back for the pillow at night." Yunyan said, "I understand." Daowu said, "How do you understand?" Yunyan said, "All over the body is hands and eyes." Daowu said, "You said a lot there, but you got only eighty percent." Yunyan said, "What about you, elder brother?" Daowu said, "Throughout the body is hands and eyes."

Book of Serenity #55: Xuefeng, the Rice Cook

When Xuefeng was at Deshan working as rice cook, one day the meal was late: Deshan came to the teaching hall holding his bowl. Xuefeng said, "Old man, the bell hasn't rung yet, the drum hasn't sounded--where are you going with your bowl?" Deshan immediately returned to his room. Xuefeng reported this to Yantou: Yantou said, "Even Deshan, so great, does not understand the last word." Deshan had his attendant summon Yantou, and asked him, "You don't agree with me?" Yantou then expressed what he meant. Deshan then stopped. The next day when Deshan went up into the hall to speak, it was not the same as usual: Yantou clapped and laughed and said, "Happily the old guy understands the last word. Hereafter no one in the world will be able to have any effect on him."

Book of Serenity #56: Spiritual Uncle Mi and the Rabbit

As Dongshan and his spiritual Uncle Mi were walking along, they saw a white rabbit run by in front of them. Mi said, "Swift!" Dongshan said, "How?" Mi said, "It's like a commoner being made a prime minister." Dongshan said, "Such a venerable old person still says such words!?" Mi said, "Then what about you?" Dongshan said, "Generations of nobility, temporarily fallen into poverty."

Book of Serenity #57: Yanyang's "Thing"

Venerable Yanyang asked Zhaozhou, "When not a single thing is brought, then what?" Zhaozhou said, "Put it down." Yanyang said, "If I don't bring a single thing, what should I put down?" Zhaozhou said, "Then carry it out."

Book of Serenity #58: The Diamond Scripture's "Revilement"

The Diamond-Cutter Scripture says, "If someone is reviled by others, this person has done wicked acts in previous ages and should fall into evil ways, but because of the scorn and revilement of people in the present age, the wicked deeds of past ages are dissolved."

Book of Serenity #59: Qinglin's "Dead Snake"

A monk asked Qinglin, "When the student goes by a short cut, then what?" Qinglin said, "A dead snake lies across the great road: I urge you not to step on its head." The monk said, "When one steps on its head, then what?" Qinglin said, "You lose your life." The monk said, "How about when one doesn't confront it?" Qinglin said, "There is still nowhere to escape." The monk said, "At just such a time, then what?" Qinglin said, "It's lost." The monk said, "Where has it gone?" Qinglin said, "The grass is deep, there's no place to look for it." The monk said, "You too should be on guard, teacher." Qinglin clapped and said, "This one's equally poisonous."

Book of Serenity #60: Iron Grinder, the Cow

Iron-Grinder Liu went to Guishan: Guishan said, "Old cow, you've come?" The Iron-Grinder said, "Tomorrow on Taishan there's a big gathering and feast--are you going, teacher?" Guishan lay down, sprawled out. The Iron-Grinder immediately left.

Book of Serenity #61: Jianfeng's "One"

A monk asked Jianfeng, " 'The Blessed Ones of the ten directions are on one road, the gate of nirvana'--where is that road?" Jianfeng drew a line in the air with his staff and said, "It is here." The monk asked Yunmen the same question: Yumen said, "The fan leaps up to the thirty-three heavens and hits the emperor of the gods on the nose. The carp of the eastern sea is hit once with the stick, and it rains buckets. Do you understand? Do you understand?"

Book of Serenity #62: Mi Hu's "Enlightenment or Not?"

Mihu had a monk ask Yangshan, "Do people these days need enghtenment or not?" Yangshan said, "It's not that there is no enlightenment, but what can be done about falling into the secondary?" The monk went back and reported this to Mihu. Hu deeply agreed with this.

Book of Serenity #63: Zhaozhou Asks About Death

Zhaozhou asked Touzi, "When someone who has undergone the great death then returns to life, how is it?" Touzi said, "He can't go by night--he should arrive in daylight."

Book of Serenity #64: Zizhao's Succession

Head monk Zizhao asked Fayan, "In opening a hall as a teacher, to whom do you succeed?" Fayan said, "Dizang." Zizhao said, "You're very much turning your back on our late teacher Changqing." Fayan said, "I didn't understand one saying of Changqing's." Zizhao said, "Why don't you ask?" Fayan said, "In myriad froms, a single body is revealed'--what is the meaning?" Zizhao raised his whisk. Fayan said, "This is learned at Changqing's place--what about on your own part, head monk?" Zizhao had nothing to say. Fayan said, "How about 'in myriad forms a single body is revealed'--is this effacing myriad forms or not effacing myriad forms?" Zizhao said, "Not effacing." Fayan said, "Two." The students around all said, "Effacing." Fayan said, "In myriad forms a single body's revealed!!!"

Book of Serenity #65: Shoushan's "New Bride"

A monk asked Shoushan, "What is buddha?" Shoushan said, "A new bride rides a donkey, the mother-in-law leads it."

Book of Serenity #66: Jiufeng's "Head and Tail"

A monk asked Jiufeng, "What is the head?" Jiufeng said, "Opening the eyes and not being aware of the dawn." The monk asked, "What is the tail?" Jiufeng said, "Not sitting on a ten-thousand-year seat." The monk said, "How is it when having a head but no tail?" Jiufeng said, "After all it's not precious." The monk said, "How about having a tail but no head?" Jiufeng said, "Though full, no power." The monk said, "How about when you get the head and tail in mutual harmony?" Jiufeng said, "Descendants gain power, in the room it's unknown."

Book of Serenity #67: The Flower Ornament Scripture's "Wisdom"

The Flower Ornament Scripture says, "I now see all sentient beings everywhere fully possess the wisdom and virtues of the enlightened ones, but because of false conceptions and attachments they do not realize it."

Book of Serenity #68: Jiashan "Swinging the Sword"

A monk asked Jiashan, "How is it when getting rid of the dust to see Buddha?" Jiashan said, "You should directly swing the sword. If you don't swing the sword, the fisherman stays in a nest." The monk brought it up to ask Shishuang, "How is it when getting rid of dust to see Buddha?" Shishuang said, "He has no country--Where will you meet him?" The monk returned and quoted this to Jiashan: Jiashan went up in the hall and said, "In the establishment of method and school, he does not compare to me: in profound talk entering the principle, I am still a hundred steps behind Shishuang."

Book of Serenity #69: Nanquan's "Cows"

Nanquan said to the assembly, "The buddhas of past present and future do not know it is: cats and cows know it is."

Book of Serenity #70: Jinshan Asks About Nature

Master Jinshan asked Master Xiushan, "Clearly knowing the unborn nature of life, why are we stayed by life?" Xiushan said, "Bamboo shoots will eventually become bamboo, but if you use them now for bamboo rope, can you make them serve the purpose?" Jinshan said, "Later on you'll be enlightened on your own." Xiushan said, "I am just this way--what is your meaning?" Jinshan said, "This is the monastery superintendent's quarters, that is the cook's quarters." Xiushan then bowed.

Book of Serenity #71: Cuiyan's Eyebrows

Cuiyan, at the end of a summer retreat, said, "All summer I've been talking to you brethren: look--are Cuiyan's eyebrows still there?" Baofu said, "The thief's heart is cowardly." Changqing said, "They've grown." Yunmen said, "Barrier!"

Book of Serenity #72: Zhongyi's "Monkey"

Yangshan asked Zhongyi, "What is the meaning of buddha nature?" Zhongyi said, "I'll tell you a simile: it's like putting a monkey in a room with six windows--when someone outside calls it, 'Simian! Simian!' the monkey then responds. In this way, called through all six windows it responds." Yangshan said, "What about when the monkey is asleep?" Zhongyi got right down from his seat, grabbed and held Yangshan and said, "Simian, Simian, you and I see each other."

Book of Serenity #73: Caoshan's Fulfillment of Filial Piety

A monk asked Caoshan, "How is it when the mourning clothes are not worn?" Caoshan said, "Today Caoshan's filial duty is fulfilled." The monk said, "How about after fulfillment of filial duty?" Caoshan said, "Caoshan likes to get falling-down drunk."

Book of Serenity #74: Fayan's "Substance and Name"

A monk asked Fayan, "I hear that in the teachings there is a saying, 'From a monabiding basis are established all things'--what is the nonabiding basis?" Fayan said, "Form arises before substantiation, names arise from before naming.'"

Book of Serenity #75: Ruiyan's "Constant Principle"

Ruiyan asked Yantou, "What is the fundamental constant principle?" Yantou said, "Moving." Ruiyan said, "When moving, what then?" Yantou said, "You don't see the fundamental constant principle." Ruiyan stood there thinking. Yantou said, "If you agree, you are not yet free of sense and matter: if you don't agree, you'll be forever sunk in birth and death."

Book of Serenity #76: Shoushan's Three Phrases

Shoushan said to the assembly, "If you attain at the first phrase, you will be teacher of buddhas and patriarchs. If you attain at the second phrase, you will be teacher of humans and gods. If you attain at the third phrase, you cannot even save yourself." A monk asked, "At which phrase did you attain?" Shoushan said, "The moon sets; midnight, going through the marketplace."

Book of Serenity #77: Yangshan's "Enough"

A monk asked Yangshan, "Do you know written characters?" Yangshan said, "Enough." The monk then circled him once to the right and said, "What character is this?" Yangshan drew a cross on the ground. The monk circled him once to the left and said, "What character is this?" Yangshan changed the cross to the mystic infinity symbol of wellbeing. The monk drew a circle and held it up with his hands like a titan holding the sun and moon, and said, "What character is this?" Yangshan then drew a circle surrounding the mystic infinity. The monk then posed like Rucika. Yangshan said, "Right, so it is. You keep it well."

Book of Serenity #78: Yunmen's "Sesame Cake"

A monk asked Yunmen, "What is talk transcending the buddhas and patriarchs?" Yunmen said, "Sesame Cake."

Book of Serenity #79: Changsha Advancing a Step

Changsha had a monk ask Master Hui, How was it before you saw Nanquan?" Hui remained silent. The monk said, "How about after seeing him?" Hui said, "There couldn't be anything else." The monk returned and related this to Changsha. Changsha said, The man sitting atop the hundred-foot pole: Though he's gained entry, this is not yet the real. Atop the hundred-foot pole, he should step forward: The universe in all directions is the whole body. The monk said, "Atop the hundred-foot pole, how can you step forward?" Changsha said, "The mountains of Lang, the rivers of Li." The monk said, "I don't understand." Changsha said, "The whole land is under the imperial sway."

Book of Serenity #80: Longya Passes the Brace

Longya asked Cuiwei, "What is the meaning of the founding teacher's coming from the west?" Cuiwei said, "Pass me the meditation brace." Longya took the brace and gave it to Cuiwei: Cuiwei took it and hit him. Longya said, "Hit me if you will, but there's no meaning to the founder's coming from the west." Longya also asked Linji, "What is the meaning of the founding teacher's coming from the west?" Linji said, "Pass me the cushion?" Longya took the cushion and gave it to Linji: Linji took it and hit him. Longya said, "Hit me if you will, but there's no meaning to the founding teacher's coming from the west." Later, when Longya was abbot of a monastery, a monk asked him, "Teacher, that time when you asked those two masters about the founder's meaning, did they clarify it or not?" Longya said, "They clarified it all right, but there is no meaning to the founder's coming from the west."

Book of Serenity #81: Xuansha Comes to the District

When Xuansha came to Putian district, they welcomed him with a hundred festivities. The next day, he asked Great Elder Xiaotang, "Where has all of yesterday's commotion gone?" Xiaotang held up the corner of his vestment. Xuansha said, "There's no connection, not by a long shot."

Book of Serenity #82: Yunmen's Sound and Form

Yunmen said to the assembly, "Hearing sound, awaken to the way: seeing form, understand the mind. The Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara brings money to buy a sesame cake: when he lowers his hand, it turns out to be a jelly-doughnut."

Book of Serenity #83: Daowu Tends the Sick

Guishan asked Daowu, "Where are you coming from?" Daowu said, "I've come from tending the sick." Guishan said, "How many people were sick?" Daowu said, "There were the sick and the not sick." Guishan said, "Isn't the one not sick you, Ascetic Zhi?" Daowu said, "Being sick and not being sick have nothing to do with him at all. Speak quickly! Speak quickly!" Guishan said, "Even if I could say anything, it would have no relation."

Book of Serenity #84: Judi's "One Finger"

Whenever Master Judi was asked a question, he would just raise one finger.

Book of Serenity #85: The Appearance of the National Teacher's Monument

Emperor Suzong asked National Teacher Zhong, "After passing away, what will you need?" The teacher said, "Make me a seamless monument." The emperor said, "Please tell me the monument's appearance." The teacher, after a silence, said, "Understand?" The emperor said, "I don't understand." The teacher said, "I have a disciple to whom I have transmitted the teaching, named Danyuan: he knows about this matter." Later the emperor summoned Danyuan and asked him about the meaning of this. Danyuan said, South of Xiang, north of Tan: Therein is gold filling the whole country. Under the shadowless tree, the communal ferryboat: In the crystal palace, no one who knows.

Book of Serenity #86: Linji's Great Enlightenment

Linji asked Huangbo, "What is the true essential great meaning of the Buddha's teaching?" Huangbo immediately hit him. This happened three times: then Linji left Huangbo and visited Dayu. Dayu asked, "Where have you come from?" Linji said, "From Huangbo." Dayu said, "What did Huangbo say?" Linji said, "Three times I asked about the truly essential great meaning of the buddhist teaching, and three times I was beaten with a stick. I do not know if I had any fault or not." Dayu said, "Huangbo was so kind, he did his utmost for you, and still you come and ask if there was any fault or not?" Linji was greatly enlightened at these words.

Book of Serenity #87: Sushan's "Existence and Nonexistence"

When Sushan came to Guishan, he immediately asked, "I hear you having a saying, 'expression and no expression are like vines clinging to a tree.' If suddenly the tree falls and the vines die, where does the expression return?" Guishan laughed out loud. Sushan said, "I came a thousand miles, selling cloth mats--how can you play with me?" Guishan called to an attendant, "Get some money to repay this elder." Finally Guishan told him, "Later on there will be a one-eyed dragon who will point it out to you." Later Sushan came to Mingzhao. He told the preceding story. Mingzhao said, "Guishan could be right to be straight and true from beginning to end, only he didn't meet one who knows." Sushan also asked again, "When the tree falls and the vines die, where does the expression return?" Mingzhao said, "Renewing Guishan's laughter again." At these words Sushan had an awakening. Then he said, "Guishan actually had a sword in his laughter."

Book of Serenity #88: The Surangama's "Not Seeing"

The Surangama scripture says, "When I don't see, why don't you see my not seeing? If you see my not seeing, that is naturally not the characteristic of not seeing. If you don't see my not seeing, it's naturally not a thing--how could it not be you?"

Book of Serenity #89: Dongshan's "No Grass"

Dongshan said to the assembly, "It's the beginning of autumn, the end of summer, and you brethren will go, some to the east, some west: you must go where there's not an inch of grass for ten thousand miles." He also said, "But where there's not an inch of grass for ten thousand miles, how can you go?" Shishuang said, "Going out the gate, immediately there's grass." Dayang said, "I'd say, even not going out the gate, still the grass is boundless."

Book of Serenity #90: Yangshan's Declaration

Yangshan dreamed he went to Maitreya's place, where he occupied the second seat. A venerable one said, "Today it's up to the one in the second seat to preach." Yangshan rose, struck the gavel, and said, "Teaching of the Great Vehicle is beyond all prediction."

Book of Serenity #91: Nanquan's "Peony"

Officer Lu Geng said to Nanquan, "Teaching Master Zhao was quite extraordinary: he was able to say, 'Heaven and earth have the same root, myriad things are one body.' "Nanquan pointed to a peony in the garden and said, "People today see this flower as in a dream."

Book of Serenity #92: Yunmen's "Jewel"

Great Master Yunmen said, " 'Within heaven and earth, in space and time, there is a jewel, hidden in the mountain of form,' holding up the lamp, heading into the buddha shrine, bringing the triple gate on the lamp."

Book of Serenity #93: Luzu's Not Understanding

Luzu asked Nanquan, "'The wish-fulfilling jewel, people don't know - it is personally obtained from the mine of realization of thusness'. What is the mine?"
Nanquan said, "That in me which comes and goes with you is it."
Luzu said, "What about that which doesn't come and go?"
Nanquan said, "It's also the mine."
Luzu said, "What is the jewel?"
Nanquan called him by name: Luzu responded, "Yes?"
Nanquan said, "Go - you don't understand my words."

Book of Serenity #94: Dongshan is Unwell

When Dongshan was unwell, a monk asked, "You are ill, teacher, but is there anyone who does not get ill?" Dongshan said, "There is." The monk said, "Does the one who is not ill look after you?" Dongshan said, "I have the opportunity to look after him." The monk said, "How is it when you look after him?" Dongshan said, "Then I don't see that he has any illness."

Book of Serenity #95: Linji's One Stroke

Linji asked the temple superintendent, "Where are you coming from?" He said, "From selling rice in the city." Linji said, "Did you sell it all?" He said, "Sold it all." Linji drew a stroke with his staff and said, "Did you sell this one?" The superintendent immediately shouted: Linji thereupon hit him. Subsequently the cook came and brought up the preceding story and said to Linji, "The superintendent didn't understand your meaning." Linji said, "And how about you?" The cook immediately bowed. Linji hit him too.

Book of Serenity #96: Jiufeng's Disagreement

Jiufeng worked as an attendant of Shishuang. When Shishuang passed away, the community wanted to invite the first-ranked monk in the hall to succeed to the abbacy. Jiufeng did not agree; he said, "Wait until I have questioned him--if he understands our late teacher's meaning, I'll serve him like our late teacher." Then he asked the chief monk, "The late teacher said, 'Cease, desist; spend ten thousand years in one thought; be cold ashes, dead trees; be a censer in an ancient shrine, be a strip of pure white silk.' Now tell me, which side does this illustrate?" The chief monk said, "It illustrates the side of uniformity." Jiufeng said, "Then you still don't understand the late teacher's meaning." The chief monk said, "You don't agree with me? Set up some incense." The chief monk then lit the incense and said, "If I don't understand the late teacher's meaning, then I won't be able to pass away while this incense is still burning." So saying, he sat down and died. Jiufeng then patted him on the back and said, "As far as dying seated or standing is concerned, you're not lacking, but as for our late teacher's meaning, you still haven't even dreamed of seeing it."

Book of Serenity #97: Emperor Tongguang's Hat

Emperor Tongguang asked Xinghua, "I've got the jewel of the Central plain, but there is no one who can pay the price." Xinghua said, "Lend me your majesty's jewel for a look." The emperor pulled down his hat straps. Xinghua said, "Who could presume to meet the price of the sovereign's jewel?"

Book of Serenity #98: Dongshan's "Always Close"

A monk asked Dongshan, "Among the three buddha-bodies, which one does not fall into any category?" Dongshan said, "I am always close to this."

Book of Serenity #99: Yunmen's "Bowl and Bucket"

A monk asked Yunmen, "What is every-atom Samadhi?" Yunmen said, "Rice in the bowl, water in the bucket."

Book of Serenity #100: Langya's "Mountains and Rivers"

A monk asked Master Langya Jiao, "Purity is originally so--how does it suddenly produce mountains, rivers, and the great earth?" Langya said, "Purity is originally so--how does it suddenly produce mountains, rivers, and the great earth?"

